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Factual information must be provided on pet food labels but it 
is important to be aware that the label is also a promotional tool 
to attract pet owners. This means that much of the information 
provided - including the ingredient list and use of unregulated 
terms such as ‘holistic’; ‘premium’ or ‘human grade’ - is of 
little practical value in assisting nutritional assessment. The 
veterinary team plays a vital role in helping pet owners make 
informed decisions based on two key pieces of information:

A. The manufacturer’s name and contact information. 

This allows a member of the veterinary team or the pet 

owner to contact the manufacturer to ask the following 

questions:

1.� %P�ZPV�FNQMPZ�B�GVMM�UJNF�RVBMJmFE�OVUSJUJPOJTU �
"QQSPQSJBUF�RVBMJmDBUJPOT�BSF�FJUIFS�B�1I%�JO�BOJNBM�
OVUSJUJPO�PS�CPBSE�DFSUJmDBUJPO�CZ�UIF�"NFSJDBO�$PMMFHF�
PG�7FUFSJOBSZ�/VUSJUJPO�	"$7/
�PS�UIF�&VSPQFBO�$PMMFHF�PG�
7FUFSJOBSZ�$PNQBSBUJWF�/VUSJUJPO�	&$7$/
���8IBU�JT�UIJT�
OVUSJUJPOJTU�T�OBNF�BOE�RVBMJmDBUJPOT 

2��8IP�GPSNVMBUFT�ZPVS�GPPET�BOE�XIBU�BSF�IJT�IFS�
DSFEFOUJBMT 

3.� "SF�ZPVS�EJFUT�UFTUFE�VTJOH�""'$0�GFFEJOH�USJBMT�PS�CZ�
GPSNVMBUJPO�UP�NFFU�""'$0�OVUSJFOU�QSPmMFT ��*G�UIF�MBUUFS
�
EP�UIFZ�NFFU�""'$0�OVUSJFOU�QSPmMFT�CZ�GPSNVMBUJPO�PS�
CZ�BOBMZTJT�PG�UIF�mOJTIFE�QSPEVDU 

4. 8IFSF�BSF�ZPVS�GPPET�QSPEVDFE�BOE�NBOVGBDUVSFE �

5. 8IBU�TQFDJmD�RVBMJUZ�DPOUSPM�NFBTVSFT�EP�ZPV�VTF�UP�
BTTVSF�UIF�DPOTJTUFODZ�BOE�RVBMJUZ�PG�ZPVS�JOHSFEJFOUT�
BOE�UIF�FOE�QSPEVDU 

6. 8JMM�ZPV�QSPWJEF�B�DPNQMFUF�OVUSJFOU�BOBMZTJT�GPS�UIF�EPH�
PS�DBU�GPPE�JO�RVFTUJPO �	$BO�UIFZ�QSPWJEF�BO�BWFSBHF�
UZQJDBM�BOBMZTJT
�OPU�KVTU�UIF�HVBSBOUFFE�BOBMZTJT�XIJDI�
JT�POMZ�UIF�NJOJNVNT�PS�NBYJNVNT�BOE�OPU�BO�FYBDU�
OVNCFS
 ��:PV�TIPVME�CF�BCMF�UP�BTL�GPS�BOZ�OVUSJFOU���

����F�H��QSPUFJO
�QIPTQIPSVT
�TPEJVN
�FUD����BOE�HFU�BO�
FYBDU�OVNCFS��5IJT�TIPVME�JEFBMMZ�CF�HJWFO�PO�BO�FOFSHZ�
CBTJT�	J�F��HSBNT�QFS�����LJMPDBMPSJFT�PS�HSBNT�QFS��
����
LJMPDBMPSJFT

�SBUIFS�UIBO�PO�BO�ABT�GFE��PS�AESZ�NBUUFS��
CBTJT�XIJDI�EPO�U�BDDPVOU�GPS�UIF�WBSJBCMF�FOFSHZ�EFOTJUZ�
PG�EJGGFSFOU�GPPET�

7. 8IBU�JT�UIF�DBMPSJD�WBMVF�QFS�HSBN
�DBO
�PS�DVQ�PG�ZPVS�
GPPET 

8. 8IBU�LJOE�PG�QSPEVDU�SFTFBSDI�IBT�CFFO�DPOEVDUFE 
�����"SF�UIF�SFTVMUT�QVCMJTIFE�JO�QFFS�SFWJFXFE�KPVSOBMT 

*G�UIF�NBOVGBDUVSFS�DBOOPU�PS�XJMM�OPU�QSPWJEF�BOZ�PG�UIJT�
JOGPSNBUJPO
�PXOFST�TIPVME�CF�DBVUJPVT�BCPVU�GFFEJOH�UIBU�
CSBOE�

B. In some countries, the AAFCO adequacy statement 

LV�LQFOXGHG�RQ�WKH�ODEHO���7KLV�VWDWHPHQW�FRQÀUPV�WKUHH�
important facts:

1. 8IFUIFS�UIF�EJFU�JT�DPNQMFUF�BOE�CBMBODFE��"MM�PWFS�
UIF�DPVOUFS�GPPET�TIPVME�CF�DPNQMFUF�BOE�CBMBODFE��
*G�UIF�TUBUFNFOU�SFBET��GPS�JOUFSNJUUFOU�PS�TVQQMFNFOUBM�
VTF�POMZ
��JU�JT�OPU�DPNQMFUF�BOE�CBMBODFE��5IBU�NBZ�
CF�BDDFQUBCMF�JG�JU�JT�B�WFUFSJOBSZ�UIFSBQFVUJD�EJFU�BOE�
JT�CFJOH�VTFE�GPS�B�TQFDJmD�QVSQPTF���F�H��JO�B�DBTF�PG�
TFWFSF�LJEOFZ�EJTFBTF���CVU�TIPVME�CF�BWPJEFE�JO�PWFS�
UIF�DPVOUFS�QFU�GPPET�

2. *G�UIF�GPPE�JT�DPNQMFUF�BOE�CBMBODFE
�XIBU�MJGF�TUBHF�JT�JU�
JOUFOEFE ��""'$0�QSPWJEFT�OVUSJFOU�QSPmMFT�BOE�GFFEJOH�
USJBM�SFRVJSFNFOUT�GPS�HSPXUI
�SFQSPEVDUJPO
�BOE�BEVMU�
NBJOUFOBODF
�CVU�OPU�GPS�TFOJPS�HFSJBUSJD�QFUT���"�GPPE�
UIBU�JT�GPSNVMBUFE�UP�NFFU�UIF�""'$0�QSPmMFT�GPS�BMM�MJGF�
TUBHFT�NVTU�NFFU�UIF�NJOJNVN�OVUSJFOU�MFWFMT�GPS�CPUI�
HSPXUI�BOE�BEVMU�NBJOUFOBODF�

3. *G�UIF�GPPE�JT�DPNQMFUF�BOE�CBMBODFE
�IPX�EJE�UIF�
DPNQBOZ�EFUFSNJOF�UIJT ��-BCFMT�NBZ�JODMVEF�POF�PG�UXP�
TUBUFNFOUT�SFHBSEJOH�OVUSJUJPOBM�BEFRVBDZ��
t�i</BNF>�JT�GPSNVMBUFE�UP�NFFU�UIF�OVUSJUJPOBM�MFWFMT�

FTUBCMJTIFE�CZ�UIF�""'$0�%PH�	PS�$BU
�'PPE�/VUSJFOU�
1SPmMFT�GPS�<MJGF�TUBHF	T
>�w��	"OBMZTJT�PG�GPPE�


t�i"OJNBM�GFFEJOH�UFTUT�VTJOH�""'$0�QSPDFEVSFT�
TVCTUBOUJBUF�</BNF>�QSPWJEFT�DPNQMFUF�BOE�CBMBODFE�
OVUSJUJPO�GPS�<MJGF�TUBHF	T
>�w�	'FFEJOH�USJBM�FWBMVBUJPO���
PG�GPPE�


'PSNVMBUFE�GPPET�BSF�NBOVGBDUVSFE�TP�UIF�JOHSFEJFOUT�
NFFU�TQFDJmFE�MFWFMT
�FJUIFS�CBTFE�PO�UIF�SFDJQF�PS�PO�
BOBMZUJDBM�UFTUJOH�PG�UIF�mOJTIFE�QSPEVDU
�XJUIPVU�UFTUJOH�WJB�
GFFEJOH�USJBMT��8IJMF�GFFEJOH�USJBMT�IFMQ�UP�UFTU�GPS�UIF�GPPE�T�
OVUSJUJPOBM�BEFRVBDZ
�UIF�VTF�PG�GFFEJOH�USJBMT�EPFT�OPU�
HVBSBOUFF�UIBU�UIF�GPPE�QSPWJEFT�BEFRVBUF�OVUSJUJPO�VOEFS�
BMM�DPOEJUJPOT���*U�JT�JNQPSUBOU�UP�FOTVSF�UIBU�UIF�DSJUFSJB�JO�
TFDUJPO�"�BMTP�IFMQ�UP�FOTVSF�UIBU�UIF�GPPE�JT�NBEF�CZ�B�
SFQVUBCMF�BOE�LOPXMFEHFBCMF�DPNQBOZ�XJUI�TUSJDU�RVBMJUZ�
DPOUSPM�NFBTVSFT�
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